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Due to the laws and standards of the time, 

she was denied admission to many nursing 
and medical schools because of her race. 
Emma graduated from Wilberforce University 
in Greene County, Ohio and taught public 
school for seven years before her potential 
came to the attention of the prominent African-
American surgeon, Dr. Daniel Hale Williams, 
in 1891. Dr. Williams was inspired to establish 
Provident Hospital in Chicago, Illinois, an inter-
racial institution which included medical care 
for the community in South Chicago, as well 
as a School of Nursing for men and women of 
all races. Emma graduated eighteen months 
later with a nursing degree. 

Yet, her goals propelled her even higher. 
Emma became the first woman and the first 
African-American to graduate with a M.D. from 
Northwestern University School of Medicine in 
1895. 

Dr. Emma Ann Reynolds practiced medicine 
in Texas and Louisiana before returning home 
to care for her ailing parents and community 
in Chillicothe, Ohio in 1902. 

Some of the hardships and experiences of 
America’s pioneers have not changed. Today 
African-American healthcare professionals are 
four times more likely to practice in socio-eco-
nomically deprived areas that already have an 
alarming shortage of physicians and adequate 
medical facilities. 

They will toil in communities with dispropor-
tional numbers of people suffering from HIV 
and AIDS, heart disease, high blood pressure, 
diabetes, and mental illness. 

They will treat the sick and infirm who are 
not insured but cannot be left to suffer. 

We must remember the names and honor 
the dedication it requires to nurture commu-
nities of people with a scarcity of resources. 

Dr. Emma Ann Reynolds’ legacy survives in 
the female nurses and doctors who practice 
medicine in hospitals and poor communities 
across the country. 

Her legacy lives on in Provident Hospital 
which still serves the South Chicago area. 

In celebration of the thousands of women 
who are nurses and doctors, who have bene-
fited from the trail blazed by our health care 
pioneers, I say thank you for your work.
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Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
memory and tribute to Dr. M. Graham Clark 
who called the School of the Ozarks his home 
for the past six decades. Dr. Clark passed 
away on March 15, at age 92 at his residence 
on the campus. 

Dr. Clark led a life dedicated to the glory of 
God, and committed to the principles of hard 
work and educational excellence as he worked 
to expand and lead a free faith-based edu-
cation to literally thousands of students who 
have attended the school in the Missouri 
Ozarks. 

Dr. Clark arrived at the School of the 
Ozarks in 1946. Under his leadership the high 

school was transformed first to a junior college 
and later into a four year institution of higher 
learning that is nationally recognized for its 
emphasis on character development, aca-
demic excellence and student work. Those 
who attend the School of the Ozarks—now 
named the College of the Ozarks—are offered 
a unique opportunity. In exchange for a world 
class college degree, students work for their 
tuition. They work daily as the college’s main-
tenance, janitorial, secretarial and grounds 
keeping staff, security guards and food service 
personnel. This concept, which has won the 
school an international reputation as ‘‘Hard 
Work U’’, opened the doors of higher edu-
cation to many who would never have 
dreamed they could achieve a college degree. 

Dr. Clark was a tireless campaigner and 
promoter for the College of the Ozarks in per-
suading donors to support the school located 
at Point Lookout, Missouri. His determination 
and leadership transformed the School of the 
Ozarks into a national model that has drawn 
students from all over the world for a classic 
education steeped in faith, work and service. 
College of the Ozarks is a unique blend of old 
fashion respect, daily application of the ‘‘Gold-
en Rule’’, and modern technology mixed to-
gether with a strong emphasis on the work 
ethic. 

The legacy of Dr. M. Graham Clark will 
touch the lives of many people for generations 
to come because of the institution he nurtured 
and guided. Through the School of the 
Ozarks, he shaped the lives and faith of 
countless scholars, business people, govern-
ment officials and ministers across America 
who continue to mold and shape the lives of 
the people in their own communities. 

Dr. Clark was known for his strength of 
character, great wisdom and insight. His leg-
acy of leadership is reflected in the lives of 
thousands and is shared by Dr. Jerry Davis as 
he and the College of the Ozarks continue in 
the business of changing lives.
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Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, it is with deep 
sadness that I inform the House of Represent-
atives of the passing of my good friend Lt. 
Col. Ed Fiora, a resident of Lexington, Mis-
souri. He was 68. 

Ed, a son of the late Edward Frank Fiora, 
Sr. and Mary Laura Fiora, was born in Lex-
ington, Missouri, on December 9, 1932. He 
married Clara E. Sander on June 18, 1954. 

Ed was an officer in the United States Army 
for over 22 years and was truly a soldier’s sol-
dier. He served two tours of duty in Vietnam 
and was highly decorated. His military awards 
include: the Bronze Star, with four oakleaf 
clusters, the first oakleaf cluster being for 
valor, the Air medal, the Meritorious Service 
medal, the Army Commendation medal, the 
Combat Infantrymen badge, the National De-
fense Service medal and the Vietnam Cam-
paign medal. Ed was a civic leader and model 

citizen. He was a member of the Immaculate 
Conception Catholic Church, the Lexington 
Elks Club, the Lexington Lions Club, the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars and the American Le-
gion. 

Mr. Speaker, Ed Fiora will be greatly missed 
by all who knew him. I know the Members of 
the House will join in extending heartfelt con-
dolences to his family: his wife Clara ‘‘Betsy’’; 
his son and daughter-in-law Major and Mrs. 
Edward L. Fiora; his sister Florine Frerking; 
and his grandchildren.
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Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, today 
I am introducing legislation to clarify the Coop-
erative Mail Rule that the United States Postal 
Service uses to limit the commercial use of 
non-profit mail. 

Mr. Speaker, as you know, non-profit orga-
nizations provide many valuable services to 
citizens across the country. Nonprofit organi-
zations are key in providing education and in-
formation about a variety of issues ranging 
from public health to participation in civic af-
fairs. Nonprofit organizations are able to pro-
vide such services often by raising money 
through voluntary contributions rather than tax 
dollars. 

Nonprofit organizations must rely on com-
mercial entities to provide goods and services, 
and such goods and services cost money. 
Often, new or less-well funded nonprofit orga-
nizations must obtain these goods and serv-
ices based on a contingency arrangement with 
a commercial business. The Postal Service 
has in recent years interpreted a postal regu-
lation known as the Cooperative Mail Rule to 
disallow reduced rates for nonprofits based 
solely on their business relationships with 
commercial entities, even when the nonprofit’s 
mail contains no commercial matter. This in-
terpretation is inconsistent with the original in-
tent of Congress in creating nonprofit rates. 

The Cooperative Mailing Rule was originally 
designed to prevent commercial parties that 
do not have a nonprofit postal permit from en-
tering into cooperative arrangements with non-
profit permit holders to mail commercial matter 
at the reduced nonprofit rates. In 1993, at the 
request of the Postal Service, Congress incor-
porated the Cooperative Mailing Rule into the 
United States Code to prohibit those types of 
cooperative arrangements. 

The legislation I am introducing today allows 
qualified nonprofit organizations to mail at re-
duced rates regardless of whether they em-
ploy commercial companies to help them pre-
pare and mail their letters or engage in other 
commercial arrangements. The mail must still 
relate to the respective nonprofit permit hold-
ers themselves and not promote or advertise 
products or services on behalf of a commer-
cial entity. This will rectify the Postal Service’s 
recent misapplication of the Cooperative Mail-
ing Rule. 
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